
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for Children and Families
held on Wednesday, 27th April, 2016 at Committee Suite 2/3 - Westfields, 

Middlewich Road, Sandbach, CW11 1HZ

PRESENT

Councillors L Durham, Cabinet Member for Children and Families

Officers
Jacky Forster, Director of Education and 14-19 Skills
Barbara Dale, School Admissions and Organisation Manager
Janine Smart, Capital and Land Development Manager
Rachel Graves, Democratic Services Officer

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

3 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION 

Symon Hall, Chair of Governors at Monks Coppenhall School, asked 
about the funding available for the school expansions. Janice Smart 
responded that there was sufficient funding allocated in the budget to 
cover the current proposals.

4 PROPOSED SCHOOL EXPANSIONS CREWE 

The Cabinet Member considered a report seeking permission to support 
the proposals made by governing bodies/academy trusts to expand their 
schools from 420 to 630 places for implementation in 2017 in response to 
an identified forecast shortfall in Crewe.

A consultation exercise had taken place between 25 February and 25 
March 2016 on proposals to expand three schools to which a 183 
responses were received. The responses were attached to the report as 
Appendix 1.  

Consideration had been given to the consultation responses and the 
issues raised, the impact of expansion on the future viability of schools 
with vacancies and the proximity of Crewe schools to planned housing 
development and this had informed the proposal that to meet the forecast 
need for school places in Crewe two schools located in the north of the 
town – Monks Coppenhall Community Primary School and Hungerford 



Primary Academy, should be expanded  to 630 places.  This would ensure 
that there was sufficient capacity to mitigate the impact of approved new 
housing development in this area of the town and allow schools with 
vacancies forecast over the planning period to meet the demand for 
school places in the south of the town.

RESOLVED:

1 That support be given to the proposal made by the Monks 
Coppenhall Community Primary School Governing Body to expand 
the school from 420 places (2FE) to 630 (3FE) places providing an 
additional 210 pupil places to commence during the academic year 
2017-2018.

2 That support be given to the proposal made by Hungerford Primary 
Academy to expand the school from 420 places (2FE) to 630 (3FE) 
places providing an additional 210 pupil places to commence 
during the academic year 2017-2018.

3 That the Wistaston Academy Trust be informed that their proposal 
to expand the school from 420 places (2FE) to 630 (3FE) places 
cannot be supported on this occasion and they be informed of the 
reasons for this decision. 

The meeting commenced at 2.30 pm and concluded at 2.40 pm

Councillor L Durham


